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Our Mission
The Sheltering Arms Foundation invests in 
the lives of Minnesota’s children to help them 
reach their full potential. We fund nonprofit 
organizations and support policies that benefit 
children and their families who have the least 
access to resources.

The Sheltering Arms 
Foundation
122 W. Franklin Ave., Suite 303
Minneapolis, MN 55404
612~871~9210 
www.sheltering-arms.orgStaff

Executive Director
Denise Mayotte

Associate Director
Diane Grossman

Our History
Sheltering Arms, founded in 1882 by Deaconess Annette 
Relf, is governed by a Board of Trustees composed of 
women members of the Episcopal Church of Minnesota. 
In response to the changing needs of children, Sheltering 
Arms successively operated an orphanage, a hospital for 
children with polio and a day school for special needs 
children. In 1983, Sheltering Arms was reincorporated 
as The Sheltering Arms Foundation. Consistent with the 
beliefs of the founders, the Foundation continues to be 
committed to the well being of children.
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Dear friends,

This year at Sheltering Arms, we continued to be impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic and its consequences 
for our grantees and the children and families that they serve. In response, we remain focused on 
streamlining our grants process, including implementing an oral report process to give our grantees more 
time for their critical work. We also worked with Courageous Change Collective on the first of a two-year 
equity, diversity and inclusion process, with the goal of advancing racial equity both inside the Sheltering 
Arms Foundation and outside in the communities that we serve. We are well aware that Covid-19 is not 
the only pandemic impacting our grantees. Systemic racism continues to harm the children, families, and 
communities we serve.

Our 2021-2022 efforts included:

 $529,000 in grants to 50 organizations. Those organizations include 44 direct service nonprofit 
organizations, two collective impact partners and four grants to support work on behalf of children and 
families within the Episcopal faith community. 

 Our annual Grantee Convening, again held virtually, was divided into two days, one with our early 
childhood grantees and one with our out-of-school-time grantees. It provided a space for our grantees to 
connect with each other and for our board to better understand how to support our grantee partners.

 Continuing mission related investing within our endowment as an element of our equity work.

 Extensive legislative work on behalf of childcare providers through the Start Early Funders Coalition. 
This work advocated for targeting federal American Rescue Fund dollars to child care providers. We 
also supported Ignite Afterschool to advocate for and secure the creation of a new funding stream for 
afterschool programs.

We thank you for your continuing involvement with the Sheltering Arms Foundation on behalf of our 
children and our future. 

Sincerely,

 

	  

Denise Mayotte					     Andrea Larson
Executive Director					     Board President, 2021-2022

Leadership Letter
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The Northland Foundation is the 
Minnesota Initiative Fund that serves 
the northeast corner of the state. 
It is a funder but also runs its own 
programs including Early Childhood 
Initiatives in communities across 
its region. In 2013, it launched the 
Parent Aware Pathways Initiative to 
help increase the number of Parent-
Aware-rated childcare providers 
who are serving families in the 
region. It also helped to launch the 
statewide Thrive initiative, focused on 
children’s mental health and several 
years ago, the Comprehensive Young 
Children and Families Mental Health 
Education Program. This year’s project 
funded by SAF builds on that work 
by increasing access to high quality 
trainings that support the healthy 
social-emotional health of young 
children using a trauma informed/
healing centered lens. It also helps 
to develop community networks 
to support early childhood mental 
health, including supports for family, 
friend, and neighbor providers.

Access to developmentally 
appropriate info about children’s 
mental health for providers is very 
limited in greater Minnesota. It is 
also essential to help support young 
children, especially children who have 
experienced trauma. An important 
element of this program is that it 
addresses needs of grandparents, 
neighbors and others caring for 
some of the most vulnerable 
children in the region. Given the 
Covid-19 crisis, trainings successfully 
switched to a virtual format. The 
Northland Foundation makes use of 
existing structures such as its Early 
Childhood Initiative Coalitions and 
Child Care Aware to get the word 
out to providers. It launched a new 
Indigenous-led initiative called 
Maada’ookiing which has also helped 
with outreach to Indigenous childcare 
providers.

Centro Tyrone Guzman
Mi Pequeno Mundo: Montessori-based 

Home Visiting Program
Minneapolis  $15,000

The Family Partnership
Multicultural Therapeutic Preschool

Minneapolis  $10,000

Hallie Q Brown Community Center
Early Learning Center

St. Paul  $10,000

Joyce Preschool
Home Visiting Program
Minneapolis  $10,000

Northland Foundation
Children & Families 

Mental Health Education
Greater Minnesota  $15,000

Northside Achievement Zone
Early Childhood Strategy
Minneapolis  $10,000

Perspectives
Early Connections Program

St. Louis Park  $15,000

Southside Family Nurturing Center
Family Spirit Home Visiting Program

Minneapolis  $10,000

Washburn Center for Children
Early Intervention Mental Health Care

Twin Cities Metro Area  $10,000

Way to Grow
Family Engagement

Twin Cities Metro  $10,000

Wayside House
Culturally Specific Children’s 

Mental Health Services
Twin Cities Metro  $10,000

We Impact!
Blacks, Believers, and 
the Montessori Way

Minneapolis  $10,000

YWCA of Duluth
Pyramid Model Expansion

Duluth  $5,500

Early Childhood Grant Recipients

“The Sheltering Arms Foundation is a strong partner for young children and families in our region,” stated Zane Bail, Chief Operating Officer 
at the Northland Foundation. “Thanks to the generous support we have been able to offer an array of programming, as well as accessible training 
and supports to the adults who work with young children and their families to build resiliency and foster social-emotional wellbeing.”

Project Highlight: Northland Foundation
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Emma Norton Services, founded 
in 1917, has a mission of providing 
transformational housing and growth 
for formerly homeless women and 
families on their journey of recovery. 

Emma Norton offers permanent 
supportive housing for single 
women in downtown St. Paul 
and through their scattered site 
housing program throughout the 

community. They also serve 
formerly homeless families 
in a townhome community, 

called Emma’s Place in 
Maplewood, that 

includes a community building, 
playgrounds, a half basketball court, 
computer stations, and more. The 
youth program has a strong emphasis 
on social-emotional learning using 
the Second Step Curriculum and 
an anti-bullying curriculum, both 
supported by SAF.

This year, Emma Norton was 
supported to continue the work of 
its trauma informed youth program. 
With the stress and anxiety of the 
pandemic and social unrest, art 
therapy has been a very valuable tool 
for children and their families. In 
partnership with a team from Art to 
Change the World, Emma Norton built 
a “Recovery from Trauma” room for 
Emma’s Place. This sensory room is 
available for youth and their families 
when they need a safe space to 
process difficulty in their lives or meet 
with staff or visiting mental health 

professionals 
in a private 
space.

The majority 
BIPOC (Black, 
Indigenous, 
People of 
Color) families 
who are 
served by 
this program 
have suffered 
extreme 
trauma during 
the time they spent without homes 
and the COVID-19 crisis has deepened 
that trauma. Youth programming 
with strong SEL and trauma informed 
supports have been very helpful to 
these young people and a sensory 
room is a wonderful additional refuge.

Youth Development Grant Recipients
826 MSP

Outdoors Outspoken
Minneapolis  $15,000

Ain Dah Yung Center
Ninjanisag (Our Children)

Twin Cities Metro  $10,000

American Indian Community 
Housing Org

Gimaajii Healthy Families Initiative
Duluth  $15,000

Banyan Community
Thrive Youth Program

Minneapolis  $10,000

Big Brothers Big Sisters Twin Cities
Free Arts Program

Twin Cities Metro  $10,000

CommonBond Communities
Study Buddies

St. Paul  $15,000

The Connect Center
Kids Connection

Stillwater/East Metro  $10,000

createMPLS
STEM Program Expansion

Twin Cities Metro  $8,000

Duluth Community School 
Collaborative

Myers-Wilkins Learning Time
Duluth  $10,000

Emma Norton Services
SEL and Trauma Informed Care 

Focused Learning
St. Paul  $10,000

Friendship Academy of the Arts
Freedom School

Minneapolis  $12,000

Greater Minneapolis 
Council of Churches

Learning Labs
Minneapolis  $10,000

Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphony
Harmony Program
St. Paul  $12,500

Hospitality House 
Youth Development

Read to Succeed Book Club
Minneapolis  $10,000

Illusion Theater and School, Inc.
SEL & Academic Preparedness 

via Theater
Metro & Greater MN  $10,000

Mentor North
Five Points Academic Mentoring

Duluth  $10,000

Plymouth Christian Youth Center
Bright Futures 

Minneapolis  $12,000

Project for Pride in Living
Child and Family Art Therapy

Minneapolis  $15,000

Reading Partners
SEL & Family Engagement

Twin Cities Metro  $10,000

Tennis & Education, Inc.
Free Arts Program

Twin Cities Metro  $10,000

Urban Strategies
Eco-STEM Youth Incubator

Minneapolis  $15,000

YMCA of the North
Beacons Culinary Arts Initiative

Minneapolis  $10,000

YWCA of Minneapolis
Girls & Youth Advocacy Program

Minneapolis  $15,000

Emma Norton
Project: Social-Emotional Learning 
& Trauma-informed Care Focus for 
After-school Programming
Amount Granted: $10,000

Project Highlight: Emma Norton
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Advocacy Grant Recipients

First Children’s Finance (FCF) is a 
national Community Development 
Financial Institution (CDFI) that 
provides financial and business 
assistance to high-quality childcare 
businesses serving low and moderate- 
income families. SAF funded a new 
initiative to support BIPOC (Black, 
Indigenous and People of Color) 
childcare providers in the metro 
area to build their knowledge and 
skills related to advocacy and public 
policy. Participants are from FCF’s 
“Community Conversation” program, 
which helps BIPOC providers navigate 
barriers to business ownership 

and access to capital, including 
Covid-19 related supports. As part 
of Community Conversations, 
participants are eligible to apply 
for forgivable loans, in the amount 
of $5,000 for family providers and 
$20,000 for child care centers. 
Participants in the advocacy program 
received coaching and training on 
how to approach conversations 
with legislators and help to set up 
those conversations. The first cohort 
included metro area providers and 
future cohorts are planned to include 
childcare providers from greater 
Minnesota as well.

Childcare businesses, particularly 
those run by BIPOC providers, have 
always struggled but conditions 
have been especially difficult 
during Covid-19. Many providers 
go into this work out of a concern 
for children and often don’t have a 
business background. These cohorts 
allow providers access to business 
assistance as well as peer support and 
address their desire to understand 
and impact policy around state and 
federal funding available to support 
their businesses. 

Child Care Aware of MN
Transforming the Early 

Childhood Workforce
Statewide  $15,000

Children’s Defense Fund - Minnesota
Raising the Presence & Power of 

BIPOC Family Voices in 
Early Childhood Advocacy

Statewide  $15,000

First Children’s Finance
Facilitating Advocacy for BIPOC 

Childcare Providers
Statewide  $10,000

Ignite Afterschool
Partnership, Education & Advocacy

Statewide  $10,000

Joint Religious Legislative Coalition
Fight for Opportunity in 

Quality Childcare
Statewide  $10,000

Minnesota Coalition for 
Family Home Visiting

Advocacy Program
Statewide  $10,000

People Serving People
Early Childhood Advocacy with 

Families Experiencing Homelessness
Statewide  $10,000

Start Early Funders Coalition
Early Childhood Advocacy

Statewide  $25,000

Think Small
Advocacy Training Early Childhood 

Professional & Parents
Statewide  $15,000

Project Highlight: First Children’s Finance
“We are thrilled to have this support from SAF to facilitate connections between policymakers and 
BIPOC child care business owners. Our BIPOC clients have told us that they often feel talked about rather than engaged by those in power, 
and this training and coaching has helped them build confidence in their ability to advocate for not only their interests as business owners, but 
on behalf of the families and children who need their services.” Suzanne Pearl, Minnesota Director
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Project Highlight: St. John’s Episcopal Mission and University Episcopal Community
Project: College and Cultural Trip for Native Youth
Amount granted: $1,000
The University Episcopal Community in Minneapolis 
and St. John’s Episcopal Mission in Onigum collaborated 
to create a trip for Native youth from White Earth 
Nation to deepen their relationships with each other, 
learn about higher education and experience urban 
Native culture. Seven youth visited the University of 
Minnesota and Augsburg College and explored the 
American Indian Studies departments and student 
groups. They also experienced the scared sites tour 
facilitated by Rev. Jim Bear, First Nations kitchen, 
co-founded by Rev. Robert Two Bulls, and enjoyed a 
Minnesota Twins baseball game.

Episcopal Community Grants
Project Highlight: Circle of the Beloved
Project: Episcopal Service Corps in Minnesota
Amount granted: $1,000
Circle of the Beloved is the name of the Episcopal Service 
Corps in Minnesota. It is a young adult service year program 
that supports a community of young adults (called fellows) 
who live together in an intentional community while 
spending a year serving in nonprofit organizations. The 
fellows come from all walks of life and various faith and 
family backgrounds to spend a year living and serving 
together. The youth ministry worked with organizations 
such as the Northside Achievement Zone and Liberty 
Community Church.

Project Highlight: Messiah Episcopal Church
Project: Karen Youth Program
Amount granted: $1,000
Messiah Episcopal Church worked to integrate 
Karen refugee youth more fully into the church’s 
youth program and youth activities. Sheltering 
Arms supported their 2021 youth mission trip to 
Camp Crossroads where youth participated in a 
week of service projects and relationship building.
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Donors
Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth Ashcroft
Sarah Babbitt
Jeannette Bach
John and Aimee Bateman
Kimberly Beecher-Engelhardt
Deborah Belfry
Tom and Catherine 

Beringer
Blake Berquiest and 	

Andrea Larson
Charles and Alice Berquist
Cindy Beukema
Kathleen Bizal
Sue and Jim Bizal
Hattie Black
Linda and Thomas Bracken
Phil Bradley and 		

Jan Frankman
David Braslau
Carol and Steve Broback
Sally Brown
Leslie Brunfelt
John Byer
MerLynne and Patrick 

Byrne
Renee Campion
Laura and Mark Capaldini
Margaret A. Cargill 

Foundation
Wendy and George Caucutt
Catherine Cella and 	

John Ellingboe
Joan Cleary
Adelaide Cline
Ted and Elizabeth Colburn
Denise and Justin Cole
Mary Comford
Ted and Carol Cushmore 

Family Fund of the 
Minneapolis Foundation

Cecily Cutshall
Greg and Janice Dames
Mark Danielson and 

Theresa Smith
Jack and Claire Dempsey 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Barbara Hanson Dennis
Nancy Diener
Susan Dingle
Marcia and John Diracles
Jean Donnelly-Hicks and 

William Hicks
Judge David and Mary 

Doty Fund No2 of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Judith Dumke-Emery and 
Dave Emery

Sharon Dunne
Patty and Michael Feeney
Ken and Roseanne 

Ferguson
Katherine Fimbres
Barbara and Ken Ford
Charlotte and Roger 

Frerichs
Linda Garrett
Susan Gillette
David Godolphin and 		

Jill Sandeen
Ronald Goldser and 	

Helen Leslie
Janny and Geoff Gothro
Christabel and James Grant
Judy Gregor
Diane Grossman and 	

Dean Topliff
Joan Gudorf
Kenneth and Evelyn Gudorf
Julia Gutz Moller
Brittany Hanson
Ruth and Don Hayden
Bob and Darlene Hays
Carrie Hefte
Margo Herman
Julie Hicks
Brenda Hill
Cara and Dave Holmberg
Tom and Maren Hustad
Ifeyinwa Ikegwana
Wendy Johnson
Heidi Joos and Ivy Booth
Beth Kaluza
Heidi Kim
Ann Kincaid

Lisa and Jim Korslund
Kay Kramer and 	

Sally Johnson
Doug and Anna Mae 

Lambert
Phyllis Lehmberg
Donald and Judith LeWin
Elise and Holden Lewis
Katherine Lewis
Mark and Jennifer Lindberg
Melissa Lindholm
Kristine Litzow
Paulette Lonzo
Sherry Lund
John Lutz and 		

Jenna Strain Lutz
Stephanie Mann
George and Caroline Martin
Denise Mayotte and 	

Warren Hanson
Lydia McAnerny
Ed and Elizabeth McFadden
Edie Meissner
Rev. Nicklas and 		

Edna Mezacapa
Maria Mitchell
Kimberly and Geoffrey 

Mize
Edward and Sarah Murray
The Nerland Family
Kris Newcomer
Brian and Jane Ostenso
Robert and Ginny Padzieski
Pat Panshin
Brigitte Parenteau
Judith Parr
Kathleen Culhane-Pera and 

Timothy Pera
Tina Pfau Gonzales and 	

Victor Gonzales
Patricia Powers
Fiona and Ravi Pradhan
Monica Ramstad
Sally Reynolds and 	

Hampton Smith
Linda and Dave Rosedahl
Tracy Sanders
Gary and Julie Savold

Kathryn and Steven 
Schlafge

Elizabeth Schoenfeld
Kathy Schweikart and 	

James Johnson
Elizabeth Shipton
Eleni Skevas
Bronwyn Skov
Larry and Karen Smith
Keith and Stacy Stanek
Lindsay Strand
Susan Stuart Seiler Family 

Foundation
Jacqueline and John 

Sullivan
Barbara Swan and 		

Paul Stephenson
Cynthia Swan and 	

Robert Gage
Tom and Kathy Swan
Claire Thoen
Jill G. Thompson
Mary Tingerthal and 	

Conrad Soderholm
Renee Torbenson
Mary Turner
Rena Turnham
Joyce Walker
Bradley Warner
Martin Wessendorf and 	

Molly Munnikhuysen
Lisa Westberg
Dan and Jane White
Katie White and 		

Nicholas Minderman
Rev. Letha Wilson-Barnard
Margaret Wirth-Johnson 

and James Johnson
Kim and Gregory Wiseman
Dr. Janet Zander
Amanda Ziebell Mawanda
Nancy Zwickey
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Donors
Sister Annette Relf SAF 
Sustainers’ Circle
Sister Annette Relf founded 
Sheltering Arms in the late 1800’s, 
and the Foundation we have today 
is her legacy. We have named our 
sustaining membership in her 
honor. You can become part of the 
Sustainers’ Circle simply by making 
a monthly donation of any amount.  
This is now your legacy, too.

A special thank you to our 
Sustainers’ Circle members for your 
continuous support!

Elizabeth Ashcroft
Blake Berquist and Andrea Larson
Leslie Brunfelt
MerLynne and Patrick Byrne
Renee Campion
Cecily Cutshall
Greg and Janice Dames
Barbara Dennis
Nancy Diener
Christabel and James Grant
Diane Grossman and Dean Topliff
Joan Gudorf
Julia Gutz Moller
Brittany Hanson
Margo Herman
Wendy Johnson
Heidi Kim
Kay Kramer and Sally Johnson
Phyllis Lehmberg
Katherine Lewis
Denise Mayotte and Warren Hanson
Edie Meissner
Maria Mitchell
Edward and Sarah Murray
Judith Parr
Timothy Pera and 
	 Catherine Culhane Pera
Tina Pfau Gonzales and 
	 Victor Gonzales
Fiona and Ravi Pradhan

In Honor of
Claire Dempsey
	 by Lisa and Jim Korslund

Diane Grossman
	 by Anonymous

Elise Lewis
	 by Kimberly Mize

Judy Parr
	 by Barbara and Ken Ford
	 by Beth Kaluza
	 by Ann Kincaid
	 by Lydia McAnerney

Cynthia Swan
	 by Ronald Goldser and Helen Leslie
	 by Carrie Hefte

Elisabeth Turner
	 by Bradley Warner

Katie White
	 by Mary Comford

In Memory of
Beverly Dumas
	 by Sarah Babbitt

Charles Grossman
	 by Diane Grossman

Lisa Holmberg
	 by Susan Dingle

Joan Kramer
	 by David Godolphin

Peggy Larson
	 by Susan Dingle

Jerry Sanders
	 by Melissa Lindholm

Helen Sanders
	 by Tracy Sanders

Rev. Doyle Turner
	 by Mary Turner

Sadie Lourdes Walker
	 by Joyce Walker

With the generous support of these individuals, 
The Sheltering Arms Foundation is able to make a 

difference in the lives of children and families in the 
state of Minnesota. All gifts, regardless of size, are 
important to The Sheltering Arms Foundation and 
its future. We make every effort to ensure that each 
donor is properly recognized. Please let us know of 

any omission or corrections.
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				    		     Year ended June 30,  

Net Assets without Donor Restrictions	  	 2022		  2021	
	Revenue and Support		
			  Investment Return, Net	 $	     (2,426,382)	 $ 	  3,563,499 
			  Contributions and Other Income	  	  57,289 	  	 49,568 
			  Forgiveness of Note Payable (PPP)	 		 -	 	 45,900 
		 Total Revenue	 $	    (2,369,093) 	 $	  3,658,967							   
		 Expenses		
			  Program
				   Grants Awarded, Net of Refunds and Revisions	 $	  488,000 	 $ 	  529,000 	
				   Advocacy and Grants Management	  	 223,779 	  	 204,767 
				    Total Program Expenses 	 $ 	 711,779	 $ 	  733,767

			  Management and General	  	 166,045	  	  166,621 
			  Fund Development	  	 6,394 	  	  4,888 
		 Total Expenses	 $ 	 884,218	 $ 	  905,276 
 

 Change in Net Assets without Donor Restrictions	 $           (3,253,311)     	 $    	 2,753,691 

 Net Assets with Donor Restrictions				    
		 Revenue
			  Net Increase in Value of Beneficial Interest in Perpetual 
			  Trusts Held by Others	 $ 	  (332,527)	 $ 	    267,778 
Net Change in Permanently Restricted Net Assets	 $ 	   (332,527)	 $ 	     267,778	
					    	____________________	 _________________	 		   				  ____________________  	 _________________ 

 Change in Net Assets	 $ 	   (3,585,838)   	 	$   (690,122) 

The Foundation uses the accrual method of accounting for financial reporting purposes. Under the accrual method, revenues are 
recorded when earned, contributions are recorded when an unconditional promise to give has been received, and expenses are recorded 
when incurred. Grants are recorded when approved by the Foundation’s Board of Trustees. Grant awards that extend more than one year 
into the future are not recorded due to their conditional nature as the grantee needs to meet certain requirements before subsequent 
year awards are approved for payment. The complete financial statements for 2021-22, audited by the firm of Boyum Barensheer, are 
available by request from the Foundation office.

				        Year ended June 30, 

Assets	 		   2022 		  2021
	 Cash and Cash Equivalents	 $ 	  138,124 	 $	  255,291 	
	 Receivable		  -		  22,595
	 Prepaid Expenses	  	  3,189 	 	  3,176 
		  Total Current Assets	 $	 141,313	 $	 281,062
	
	 Furniture and Equipment, Net	 $	 7,394	 $	 9,242
	 Investments	  	  12,664,854 		   15,839,790
	 Beneficial Interest in Perpetual Trusts Held by Others	  	  1,565,574 	 	  1,898,101 
		  Total Other Assets	 $	 14,237,822	 $	 17,747,133
				    ____________________	 _________________	 				    ____________________  	 _________________ 	  

Total Assets	 $ 	  14,379,135 	 $	 18,028,195 			
Liabilities and Net Assets			 
Current
	 Unpaid Grant Commitments	 $	  453,000 	 $	  514,000 
	 Accrued Expenses	   	 1,732 	  	 3,954 
 		  Total Current Liabilities	 $	  454,732 	 $ 	  517,954 

Net Assets				  
	 Net Assets without Donor Restrictions	 $ 	  12,358,829 	 $	  15,612,140 
	 Net Assets with Donor Restrictions	  	  1,565,574 	  	 1,898,101 
 		  Total Net Assets	 $ 	  13,924,403 	 $ 	  17,510,241 								      
				    ____________________	 _________________	 				    ____________________  	 _________________

 Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $ 	  14,379,135 	 $	 18,028,195 

Statement of Activities

Statement of Financial Position

Financials
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